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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1. a The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 



□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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□ A check in the amount of is attached. 

g| The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 50-3189 
as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 

(x) Credit any overpayment. 

3 Charge any additional fee required. 

□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
"Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 
December 21, 2004 
(Date) 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Office with sufficient postage 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: MAIL 
STOP, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on December 21, 2004. 

/ Judith L. Goldberg <^ 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 37 C.F.R. 1.97, and 37 C.F.R. 1.98, 
Applicants request that a citation and examination of the references cited below, and on the 
attached PTO-1449 form, be made during the course of examination of the above-identified 
application for United States patent. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice dated August 5, 
2003, copies of the cited U.S. patents and patent applications are not included as this application 
was filed after June 30, 2003. However, copies of all other cited references are included with 
this form. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document No. 
2,701,903 

3,953,912 

5,588,671 

6,705,642 



Date 

February 15, 1955 
May 4, 1976 
December 31, 1996 
March 16, 2004 



Inventor 
Williams 

Fukuroi 

Boumarafi et al. 
Serban et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Document No. Date Country 

527,825 October 16, 1940 United Kingdom 

WO 00/3 57 1 9 June 22, 2000 PCT 



Serial No. 10/803,413 



Atty Dkt.No. 114141-017 



All of the cited references are listed in a Search Report for a corresponding European 
application. A copy of the Search Report is included with this submission. The PCT reference 
listed above is not in the English language. An English language abstract is included with the 
PCT publication. 

Applicants look forward to early and favorable consideration of this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Everest Intellectual Property Law Group 



Date: December 21, 2004 




Michael S. Leonard, Reg. No. 37,557 
P.O. Box 708 
Northbrook, IL 60065 
Phone: (847) 272-3400 
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Applicant 






fld&Q several sheets if necessary) 


S. Akashi et al. 






Filing Date 


Group 
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Inventor 


Class 


Subclass 
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Publication 
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527,825 
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United Kingdom 














WO 00/35719 


6/22/2000 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 

































Examiner: 


Date Considered: 


♦Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP Section 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 


communication to applicant. 
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